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STUDIES IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION 
                               6.  “A PICTURE OF HISTORY’S DESTINY!”
Scripture:  Revelation 6: 1-17
Theme:  “As the gospel spreads, the power of evil show itself in a world of wars, famines and death!”       
Introduction:
“What are we waiting for?”  That is the question this profound book, The Revelation of Jesus Christ,”  answers.   What is God waiting for when there is so much suffering and evil in the world?  “How long, O Lord, how long?” is the unified cry of God’s people throughout the pages of history.  Why doesn’t God put an end to all this sin, suffering and evil?  When will He do so?  The Bible begins with the book of Genesis to teach us how everything began!  Now it ends with a grand finale—how will it all end? 
What will it take to bring history to its “God-intended conclusion?”  Who would be able to do that?  In the fifth chapter of Revelation, John focuses our attention upon a sealed book of destiny held in the hand of Almighty God.  John hears an announcement that only the lamb of God, who is also the Lion of God—by virtue of this sacrificial death, resurrection and ascension—is qualified to break the seals and open the book that will bring history to God’s intended destiny.   

Keep in mind that the breaking of the seals does not represent stages in history’s conclusion, but rather is preliminary in order for the scroll itself to be opened.  As each seal is broken we get more insight into what is the general  character of the world throughout time. The scenes in chapters six and seven set the stage in terms of the big picture that brings—history to end time events.  The book of destiny sets forth the bitter hatred and violent hostility of the forces of evil against God’s people and portrays the sufferings of all mankind when evil people devise their selfish schemes of power and control of people.  There will be natural consequences, but it will also incur the wrath of God.  As the end draws closer, like birth pangs, the hatred toward God’s people will intensify resulting in many Christians being martyred.
Chapter six pictures these natural consequences of hostile behavior that are operative throughout history, which spur on the redemptive and judicial purposes of God.  Keep in mind the theme of this chapter:  As the Gospel spreads, it does so in a world torn with wars, famines and death.  To this world, we—as the church—spread the good new of salvation, hope and redemption.
I.  THE WORLD RUINED BY MAN       Rev. 6:1-8
1     What happens in the opening scene of the passage? 6:1
2      Does the White Horse and its rider refer to the “anti Christ” and his warfare                (II Thess. 2:3-4) or to the conquering gospel?    (see: Matt. 24:14;  Rev. 19:11-13)
3      What happens when the second seal is opened? (6:3)  How does this compare with Matt. 24: 6-8
4      As you read of the third seal, what does it describe and why did this  reality so often follow war?  6:5-6                   
·      What is meant by the restriction against damaging the oil and wine?
5.     What is taught by the fact that death and Hades are “given power” to kill?  6:1-8
·    What do the judgments wrought by the horsemen have in common?

·      What can we as the church do today to oppose and restrain these historical tragedies?
II. THE PERSECUTED REVENGED BY GOD   Rev 6:9-17
1     Who are under the altar and what does the fifth seal represent?  6:9-10;  Jer. 12:1-4    
·    What question did they ask God?                                             
2      What answer was given to the slain ones?  6:11   
·     Would you view this martyrdom of Christians as God’s wrath or as the persecution  by Satan?  Toward whom is God’s wrath directed?  6:16

·      What does it mean that “the number…should be complete”  and how does this statement give assurance?  Mt. 24:22; Acts 13:48; 2 Peter 3:8-9
3.     What happened at the opening of the sixth seal and what do these cosmic disturbances represent?  6:12-14;  Mk. 13:7-20            
4     How will the inhabitants of the earth try to escape from being judged by God?  6:15-17

·      How long do you think God will wait before judging the earth?  Or is judgment   taking place even today…Why or why not?
·      What does God want us to do as we wait for him to judge the earth?
APPLICATION:

·     How can you encourage a faithful Christian who is being persecuted by his following Christ?
·      Notice the question that is asked in 6:17.  How is it answered in chapter seven? 7:2-3
